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Translated by William Archer (1818 - 1896) and Charles Archer (1813 - 1862) 

Peer is a dreamer, liar, excellent storyteller and an irresponsible person who 
avoids all problems. He uses and discards women and looks towards the 
grandiose, the unattainable. Despite of this, one can't help but like and feel 
sorry for Peer, as it is easy to recognize something of yourself in him. 
Peer Gynt is the most well known Norwegian play throughout history and is 

based loosely on the folklore about Per Gynt. It is a dramatic poem in five acts, 
and has been aptly described as the story of a life based on procrastination and 
avoidance. The play is said to be a confrontation with the flock mentality Ibsen 

meant to recognize in the typical Norwegian. (Summary by Kristingj) 
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